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TALKING POINTS BY PROF. GEOFFREY WAHUNGU, THE DIRECTOR GENERAL NEMA DURING THE  STAKEHOLDER FORUM ON PLASTIC CARRIER BAGS BAN HELD ON 21ST JUNE, 2017 AT UN-GIGIRI 
· The Cabinet Secretary, Treasury,

· The cabinet Secretary, Industrialization,

· The UN Representatives

· H.E the Ambassadors Present,

· The Representative of the Republic of Morocco,

· The Representative of the Republic of Rwanda

· The representative of the Republic of Uganda

· The Principal Secretary, State Department of Environment, MENR

· The Principal Secretary, State Department of Natural Resources, MENR

· The Director General  NEMA

· H.E The Governor, Nairobi city county

. 
· I am privileged and honored to welcome you all to this important Stakeholder and development partners’ forum here at UN Complex to discuss on the plastic ban in Kenya. I am grateful that you found time to come here today to advance this discussion that is generating so much interest in the country right now. This discussion has been had with diverse stakeholders at different times over the years. A lot of concerns have been raised and considered and at this point in time, the government considers it the right time to implement the ban. Today’s forum therefore is not about whether the ban should be in place but rather how best to manage the transition and carry everyone on board to ensure that our environment is lid of the plastic menace. 
· In 2010, a survey carried out on the use of plastic bags in Kenya indicated that an estimated 24 million plastic bags are used monthly. These plastic bags take between 20 – 1000 years to bio-degrade and thus have long presence in our environment. Kenya, like most developing countries is yet to have efficient and eco-friendly plastic bags waste management strategies. As a result, there is widespread plastic bags pollution across most ecosystems and the situation gets worse each day. 
· Pollution due to plastic bags results in major negative environmental, socio-economic and health consequences.  From an environmental perspective, plastic bags are to blame for deaths in sea animals through ingestion and suffocation through entanglement. Further, plastic bags degrade the aesthetic natural beauty of landscapes and lead to visual, noise and thermal pollution. When plastic bags disintegrate, they break into powdery plastic dusts which contaminate all life forms including soil and water. 
· From a socio-economic perspective, discarded plastic bags block sewers and drainages which ultimately cause severe flash floods in major urban and peri-urban areas. This results to destruction of infrastructure and subsequently innumerable financial sufferings thereby adding financial burdens to already constrained national and county governments.
· Further, grazing animals ingest the plastic bags due to their indiscriminate feeding habits and once ingested, the animals suffer indigestion, immune suppression, ruminal obstruction, loss of weight, depression, reduced milk yield and bloat. This leads to increased veterinary costs to care for the animals most of which die due to serious health complications. In turn, the pastoral communities are negatively affected as they solely depend on livestock for their livelihoods.
· In addition, plastic bags create suitable breeding grounds for vectors that transmit pathogens and parasites from one infected person (animal) to another hence causing serious diseases in human and animal populations. This is mainly due to poor sanitation systems whose state is compounded and negatively affected by plastics’ litter. 
· For instance, dumped plastic bags filled with rainwater may become breeding grounds for mosquitoes and the resultant effect is increased risk of  transmission of diseases such malaria, dengue, schistosomiasis, human African trypanosomiasis, leishmaniasis, Chagas disease, yellow fever among other diseases. 
· Further, plastic bags in freshwater ecosystems are a good media for the growth of algae which attracts snail vectors which transmit snail borne diseases such as bilharzia and schistosomiasis. Furthermore, open burning of plastic bags besides contributing to air pollution, emits “dioxins” and “furans” as by-products. These by-products are persistent organic pollutants in the environment and are potentially carcinogenic to humans. They are also responsible for acting as “endocrine disruptors” that affect the reproductive system of humans and other living organisms. 
· More so, in dumpsites, plastic bags trapped in municipal solid waste create foul smells due to their non-biodegradable nature and are a favorable habitat for flies and rodents which are pathways for pathogenic viruses and bacteria.  
· It is therefore these myriad of environmental, socioeconomic and health consequences that have prompted our Government to respond to the ever increasing plastic bags challenge.  
· In order to manage the plastic bags menace: through Gazette notice No. 2334, the Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources banned the use, manufacture and importation of all plastic bags (carrier and flat bags) effective September 2017. This ban takes effect on the 28th August 2017. The successful implementation of the Gazette notice will require integrated strategies.
· In pursuit of the  success of  the implementation of the Gazette notice, NEMA has developed a strategy covering publicity, compliance enforcement and scientific information mobilization. The strategy will be implemented through short term (May – August, 2017) and medium term (July 2017 – June 2018) strategies and is expected to deliver the success of plastic bags ban in Kenya.
· Under the Media  & Stakeholders Engagement Strategy, the Authority is undertaking the following activities: talk shows in media houses including Nation Media Group, use of social media platforms, consultative meetings at national and regional forums, development and dissemination of awareness and publicity material, adverts, supplementaries  & notices in specified print media, developing documentaries and animations on plastic bags, public and regional awareness/sensitization meetings and identification of alternatives to plastic carrier bags.
· In the Compliance Enforcement Strategy, NEMA is: serving notice to manufactures, importers and large consumers such a supermarkets to submit their compliance plan to the plastic ban and a declaration of stocks held by them by the time the ban takes effect with copies to KAM; Writing letters to regulators including, KRA, KEBS & County Governments to submit to the Authority information on the importers of plastic bags, liaising with county governments for cooperation in effecting the ban, sensitizing the DPP and magistrates on the plastic ban notice, drafting of criminal charges applicable to the offences relating to non- compliance to the ban and undertaking regular surveillance and enforcement on the plastic bags ban.
· Further, under Scientific Information Mobilization, the Authority is: collecting, collating and analysing existing data on plastic bags, collaborating with KNBS, UN Environment, NECC and other stakeholders for data on effects of plastic bags across sectors, documenting experiences and lessons learnt from countries, developing a database system for archiving data, undertaking further studies on plastics in collaboration with stakeholders including UN Environment, KIPPRA, County Governments, KRA, KEBS, NECC, KNBS, abattoirs, manufacturers and finally mapping entities dealing with plastic bags manufacture and importations.
· It is important to note that my Authority is keen to implement these strategies to the very end so as to enhance a clean and healthy environment for all. Finally NEMA will continue to partner with all citizens on matters relating to the environment and promote efforts aimed at restoring our country’s resources. 
Thank You All
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