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Forward

FOREWORD

The Forest Sector plays vital roles in the livetiloof the Kenyan population
through provision of invaluable forest related goaahd services. The most
significant contribution is in the energy supplyr fdomestic and industrial
processes, provision of timber for construction &e@s for regulation of water
flow. It is estimated that 80% of the populaticse ibiomass energy while urban
development and hydro energy rely heavily on waterests will continue to
provide essential goods and services such as tingodes, fuel-wood, food,
medicines, fodder and other non-wood forest pra@&luEbrest resources and
forestry development activities also contributendigantly to the national
economy by supplying raw materials for industriak wand creating substantial

employment opportunities and livelihoods.

As important as our forests are to the nationalnenyy, their sustainable
development and management continues to be hampsreal number of

factors, including inadequate financial resourced the lack of an enabling
policy and legislation. In addition, the increasipgpulation and poverty
continue to exert pressure on the country’s foresburces. This pressure is
witnessed in the current rampant illegal loggiriegal charcoal making and
encroachment for agriculture and settlement. Tlsha#lenges have undermined

the Government’s efforts in achieving sustainabtest management.

Kenya is internationally considered to be a LowesbrCover country as it has
less than 10% of its total land area classifiedoasst. The Government will
therefore put in place measures to significantlyrease the area under forest
cover, with the aim of attaining at least 10% witthie next decade. To attain this
level of forest cover, the Government will promdam forestry, intensify

dryland forest management, involve the private agetnt the management of
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Forward

industrial plantations and also promote communigrtipipation in forest

management and conservation.
The key elements of the new policy are:
(a) A new forest legislation to implement the policy.
(b) Expanded mandate in the management of all types @irests.

(c) Involvement of adjacent forest communities and otlrestakeholders in

forest management and conservation.

(d) Forest management planning will be based on an esystem

approach.

(e) Appropriate incentives will be provided to promote sustainable use

and management of forest resources.

() Proposed institutional transformation of the ForestDepartment into a
semi-autonomous Kenya Forest Service.
This policy will address local and global foresigsgues and challenges to ensure
fair contribution of the forestry sector in economdevelopment. The
implementation of this policy is expected to imprFothe social welfare of the

Kenyan population without compromising environméataservation.

HON. STEPHEN KALONZO MUSYOKA, E.G.H., M.P
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Kenya's forests are important for economic devel@pimenvironmental services,
social and cultural values. They provide utilitypgucts such as timber, pulp and
paper, poles and fuel wood both for industrial alednestic use. Forests are
important for conservation of biological diversitggulation of water supplies,
carbon dioxide sequestration and are a major hafoitawildlife. In addition,

forests also provide a wide range of non-wood fquesducts.

The last authoritative statement of Kenya's forpslicy is contained in
Sessional Paper No.1 of 1968. Since then significhanges have taken place
in the country. These changes include an increagkel country’s population
and a rise in forest related activities. Accordioghe 1999 population census,
Kenya's population stood at 28.6 million people ang@rojected to reach 37.5
million by the year 2010. This increase in popwatwill continue to exert
pressure on the forest resources through a grodengand for forest products,
services and land for alternative uses. The neecotserve the soil, water,

wildlife habitats, and biological diversity will beme even greater.

Further, since 1968, the country has experiencedapr decrease in forest
cover, which has resulted in reduced water catchnieodiversity, supply of
forest products and habitats for wildlife. At therge time, the forest sector has
been beset by conflicts between forest managers fanest adjacent

communities over access to forest resources.

Consequently, it is necessary to prepare a newsEdtelicy to guide the
development of the forestry sector. The broad abjecof this new Forest
Policy is to provide continuous guidance to all if&ms on the sustainable
management of forests. The Sessional Paper Nb1968 did not provide for

adequate harmonisation between resource policibss policy has taken
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Introduction

cognizance of other existing policies relating &md and land use, tenure,
agriculture, energy, environment, mining, wildliend water. Further, this

policy stresses the need for greater cooperatiahliakage among resource
owners, users, and resource planners. The poloyporates the present forest-
related values of the people of Kenya, internaticoacerns, and represents the

national will.

The new Forest Policy will address indigenous foremnagement, farm
forestry, industrial forest development, drylandefiry, forest health and
protection, private sector involvement and paratgpy forest management. It
recognizes that there are benefits arising fromsliement of local communities
and other stakeholders in forest management. Tiegonkcy will mainstream the

forestry sector in economic recovery and enabte tontribute significantly to

poverty alleviation strategies.

Most importantly, the new policy emphasises theadrtgnce of forests for water
and biodiversity conservation and for the provisidrwoodfuel, cost and benefit

sharing.
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Policy Goal and Objectives

POLICY GOAL

The goal of this Policy is to: enhance the contrdsuof the forest sector in the

provision of economic, social and environmentaldgoand services.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES

The specific objectives of this policy are to:

1.

Contribute to poverty reduction, employment creaaod improvement of
livelihoods through sustainable use, conservatiod ananagement of

forests and trees.

. Contribute to sustainable land use through soiltexvand biodiversity

conservation, and tree planting through the suebden management of
forests and trees.

Promote the participation of the private sectomiwnities and other
stakeholders in forest management to conserve veaiEhment areas,
create employment, reduce poverty and ensure thiisability of the

forest sector.

Promote farm forestry to produce timber, wood faed other forest
products.

Promote dryland forestry to produce wood fuel améupply wood and
non-wood forest products.

Promote forest extension to enable farmers and &ahest stakeholders to

benefit from forest management approaches anddtaiies.

. Promote forest research, training and educatioensure a vibrant forest

sector.
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

CHAPTER 1

1. SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF FORESTS AND TREES

1.1 General Management Challenges

Forests and trees are renewable resources, whmwdmidged sustainably can meet
the demand for raw materials for wood-based inasstfuel wood and a wide
range of non-wood forest products. In additionythee important for ecological

and social-cultural values.

Forest management has previously emphasized tibleavith little regard to
sustainability particularly with regard to indigersoforests. Industrial forest
plantations, trees on farms, and forests on locaharity lands are also
inadequately managed. A general challenge is theisiion of information and
creation of standards that will enable sustaindbkest management to be

monitored over time.

Similarly, valuation of resources and products maisreflected the whole range
of associated production and replacement coststenlenefits foregone. This
Is key in providing the necessary data for ratisaaburce allocation and planning
in the forestry sector. As a management tool, & laegely been ignored to the
detriment of sustainable forest management, péatlgiagainst land-use changes.
While the potential sustainable yields of wood aher forest products and
services have not been achieved in various type®rekts, the demand for

various forest-based products keeps on increassmgcially fuel wood.

Indigenous forests are among the most complex stasg that need efficient
management. Likewise, challenges presented by Idragnd threatened
ecosystems, including forests and other woody atiget types in the arid and
semi-arid lands (ASALS), bamboo forests, and marggp require special
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

attention. Forest protection against pests, diseda®s, and illegal human

activities have been of concern and this will regio be addressed.

Forest management techniques for sustainable grodwf wood and other tree-
based products and services, and the scientifis baslerlying them, are well
known, especially for plantation and farm forestBfficient application of

existing knowledge has the potential to enhancesfoproduction. Appropriate
planning, management, and conservation measurasaegliable databases on
forest resources and their utilization. Aspectsvitdlife management need to be
incorporated into forestry management by estalbigshand strengthening
appropriate inter-agency linkages. The current stoggolicy and institutional

arrangement have resulted in a limited achievemmieset objectives. Further, this
policy was not supported by appropriate legislatibhis allowed inappropriate
forest management practices to creep in. For mifickeat forest management,
the new policy will empower local communities tidaan active role in forest
management through community forest associationghér, the private sector
will be encouraged to invest in commercial foresoyivities, through leasing,
agreements and concessions. To overcome the tuoesst management

challenges, the Government will:

Policy statement 1.1.1Promote the sustainable management of forests

for climate amelioration, soil, water and biodivetg conservation.

Policy statement 1.1.2Carry out inventories and valuation of forest
resources and their utilization to generate accugainformation for

decision making.

Policy statement 1.1.ZEmpower local communities to manage forests

through community forest associations.

Policy statement 1.1.4: Ensure tHatest plantations are sustainably

managed to realize their maximum potential.
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

Policy statement 1.1.5upport forest management, which will embrace
preservation of religious and cultural sites, tradinal medicinal sources,
water catchments, and habitats for endemic and #iened species of

flora and fauna.

Policy statement 1.1.&upport the formulation of criteria and indicators

for sustainable forest management.

Policy statement 1.1.Promote good governance in the forest sector.

1.2 Indigenous Forests

Kenya's indigenous forests represent some of thst dimeerse ecosystems found
anywhere in the world. These forests supply impbrégonomic, environmental,

recreational, scientific, social, cultural and #pal benefits. However, some of
these forests have been subjected to land use ehaugh as conversion to
farmlands, ranches and settlements. This has rédbneeability of these forests to
supply forest products, serve as water catchmdmigliversity conservation

reservoirs, wildlife habitats and carbon sinks.

Sustainably managed indigenous forests can sumagsgand services to meet
the demand of the growing population. These feredlt be put under efficient
and sustainable multipurpose management, which ic@sb biodiversity
conservation and water-catchment functions togetin the production of
tangible benefits for forest adjacent communitlesdoing so, forest principles
will be employed to ensure application of sciemctrest management. Revenues
accrued through commercial forest activities wilpgort the management and
conservation of indigenous forests. The indigerfoussts multiple functions in

biodiversity conservation and provision of goodd aervices requires that;

Policy statement 1.2.1All existing indigenous forest reserves on public

lands remain reserved.
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

Policy statement 1.2.Zhe status of indigenous forests will be determined

and appropriate restoration measures taken.

Policy statement 1.2.3All reserved forests will be managed on the basis
of approved management plans, guided by sound fomsnagement

principles.

Policy statement 1.2.£articipatory forest management approaches be
promoted to ensure the participation of communitieand other
stakeholders in the management of indigenous fosest

Policy statement 1.2.5Users of benefits derived from these forests
contribute to their conservation and management algh the user pay

principle.

Policy statement 1.2.68nsect farming and other sustainable uses of

biodiversity will be promoted.

1.3 Farm Forestry

Trees are an essential part of diversified farmdgpeton, providing both
subsistence products and incomes while contributiog soil and water
conservation, and soll fertility. Products sucHwed wood or fodder from trees,
shrubs or grass contribute significantly to thenecoies of the rural population.
Given the growing population, it is not possiblaneet all the demands of forest
products from state forests. The alternative ssuof¢hese products are expected
to come from farmlands. Closer linkages betwednstry and tree farmers could

increase earnings from tree products, harvestiagsport and processing.

Tree cover on farms is increasing, especially insdéy populated high potential
areas. This demonstrates that rural communitiesraliddual farmers have basic
skills and willingness to improve their land-managat practices through tree
planting for their own benefit. In high potentiateas, the preferred wood

© 2005 Government of Kenya



Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

production methods are the various agro-foreststesys as well as woodlots. The
challenge is to promote commercial forestry, impréarm forestry management,
and enhance efficient utilization and marketingavestry products by ensuring
that: -

Policy statement 1.3.Eorests and trees on private lands are establishad
managed using sound business principles and acaagdio landowners’

priorities.

Policy statement 1.3.2Landowners are supported through appropriate

incentives including partnerships to have sufficieland under tree cover.

Policy statement 1.3.3Landowners are encouraged and supported to
sustainably manage natural and riverine forests ithe farmlands,

particularly for water and soil conservation.

Policy statement 1.3.4There is a conducive environment for processing,

pricing and marketing of farm forestry products.

Policy statement 1.3.5Adequate information, education and training on

conservation, management and tree planting is po=al.

Policy statement 1.3.6There is improvement of planting materials to

improve quality and shorter growing rotations.

1.4 Forest Plantations

All forest plantations on public lands shall be @g@d on a sustainable basis with
the primary objective being the production of wawdl other forest products and
services for commercial purposes. The country hake past used fast-growing
exotic species for the production of industriakef&irproducts. Reliance on a few
exotic species is becoming unsustainable, largelyalise of the increasing
occurrence of exotic pests and diseases. Somgemulis species have shown
suitability for plantation establishment and ofteroduce superior timbers as
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

compared to exotic species. Sustainable utilimatib forest resources can be
enhanced by selecting the most suitable specigddotations and integrating the
raw-material usage, applying appropriate technglagyd by aligning wood

production according to specific uses.

Indigenous species should be more widely used antaiion forestry, but the
choice of species should be closely related tovdreus wood and non-wood
products, as well as the indirect and intangibleelits, which they offer. There is
need to improve mechanisms for interaction betwsgantation management and
raw-material users in order to establish long-tesm material requirements. To
enhance the productivity of industrial forest pédians and improve recovery of

forest products, mechanisms will be put in placertsure that;

Policy statement 1.4.Ifhe private sector is encouraged to develop and
manage plantations through appropriate incentiveie land leases,

agreements and concessions.

Policy statement 1.4.Zorest plantations are efficiently managed and

operated on a commercial basis.

Policy statement 1.4.3The species base is broadened through special
consideration of indigenous species as well as tequirement of the
market.

1.5 Dryland Forestry

The country’s arid and semi-arid areas (ASALS), alshcover about 80% of
Kenya's total land surface and hold 25% of the humapulation, are unique in
nature and require special attention to strengtiegronly the economic base of
the inhabitants but also the national economy. yidendrylands, although rich
in biodiversity are often stressed by frequent dhiuLivestock keeping is the

main economic activity of these drylands. Howewre to population pressure

© 2005 Government of Kenya
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in the high and medium potential areas, there gration into the dryland areas
resulting in depletion of grazing lands, the foressource and tree cover

degradation.

The drylands have the potential to supply marketabbmmodities on a
sustainable basis such as gums and resins, alivepah essential oils, silk, edible
oil, commercial juices, frankincense, indigenoust$; honey and timber. These
products can go a long way towards improving thelihoods of Kenyans living

in the drylands. In order to improve productivity:

Policy statement 1.5.1Forests and other types of woody vegetation in the
drylands will be sustainably managed and conservedthe production of

wood and non-wood forest products. .

Policy statement 1.5.2The establishment of forest based micro-entergsis

and community forest associations will be supported

Policy statement 1.5.3:Degraded and over-exploited areas will be

rehabilitated by community forest associations wiiovernment support.

Policy statement 1.5.4Research, technology development, education and

training in dryland forestry will be intensified
Policy statement 1.5.9ree planting in the drylands will be promoted.

Policy statement 1.5.82ommunity forest associations will be supported to

develop management plans and manage community tstes

Policy statement 1.5.Bustainable commercial production of charcoal will

be promoted.

10
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1.6 Local Authority Forests

There exists substantial forest resources on laddrdocal authorities, which if
sustainably managed will support a wide range \@lihoods. In the case of
urban areas, these forests could serve recreatamal aesthetic purposes.
However, the land and tree tenure regime in locahaity forests does not
encourage sustainable forest management. In adlditi@ local authorities do
not have the capacities to effectively manage the®sts, while the necessary

information required for their sustainable managetinelacking.

To maximize resource utilization, a planning systsruld be institutionalized
to specifically address the related developmentsée local authority forests.
In addition, participatory forest management shdnddntroduced to ensure that
communities and especially the poor have a voictnénmanagement of these
forests. This therefore calls for a working meckanibetween the local
authorities, the Forest Service, and other keygugyn the forestry sector. In

order to manage these forests;

Policy statement 1.6.Eorests and other types of woody vegetation oraloc
authority land will be sustainably managed to s&fisocal forest-based needs

and conserve biological diversity.

Policy statement 1.6.Zlose working relationships among local authorisig
the Forest Service, regional authorities, local camnities, NGOs, and

other stakeholders will be promoted.

Policy statement 1.6.ommunity forest associations will be supported to

establish and manage community forests

Policy statement 1.6.4The capacity of local authorities in forest

conservation and management will be enhanced.

11
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Sustainable Management of Forests and Trees

Policy statement 1.6.%orests in urban areas will be promoted for aedibe

and recreational values.

1.7 Private Forests

Forests under private ownership play a significatg in the provision of forest
goods and services supplementing wood supply fraate sforests. The
increasing demand for timber and wood products he tlomestic and
international markets can be tapped through invobmt of the private sector in
industrial wood production and supply. However,te past, market forces
have not been allowed to play their part in thekstng of timber, leading to a
distortion of prices. The new policy will ensureathforest product markets
function in a transparent manner. It will also emdmir to promote market
forces in pricing of forest products for optimunsoerce allocation. This will in
turn encourage long-term investment in private stee This will be done

through;

Policy statement 1.7.1Determining prices of forest products according to

market forces.

Policy statement 1.7.2rovision of technical advice to private forest ogrs

on appropriate forestry practices and assessmentpdures..

Policy statement 1.7.Establishment of funding mechanisms for
investment in the sector.

Policy statement 1.7.4rovision of tax incentives for acquisition of
efficient processing technologies

12
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Forest Products and Industries

CHAPTER 2
2. FOREST PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRIES

2.1 Timber and Wood Products

The production functions of forests, especiallysthananaged for commercial
utilization should be understood within the framekvef a holistic view of
national needs. Subsistence needs, especially theseciated with domestic
energy supplies, shelter, and fodder should be ag@niority issues in this Forest
Policy. Forest resources, especially on-farm artlistrial plantations, offer a
basis for self reliance in forest products need$il&Vmost of the timber is
obtained from industrial plantations, the sharéaai-grown wood is increasing.

Strategies will be developed to realize;

Policy statement 2.1.Efficient production and utilisation in wood-based

industries.

2.2  Woodfuel

A considerable portion of woodfuel, including claalt; is obtained from
indigenous forests, as well as from arid and seiditands (ASALS). In terms of
guantity, the most important forest product for #@untry is wood energy.
However, since most woodfuel consumption is for s@ibnce use, its
contribution to the country's economy has not badequately reflected. The
production and transportation of charcoal has reethiunregulated yet large
guantities are consumed annually. The challenge fslly commercialise the
production and marketing of woodfuel, including wal. Strategies will be

developed to realize;

Policy statement 2.2.Bustainable production and efficient utilizationfo

woodfuel.

Policy statement 2.2.2The promotion of efficient wood energy

technologies and the use of alternative forms okegy.

13
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Policy statement 2.2.3he regulation of the production and marketing of

charcoal.

2.3 Non-wood Forest Products

Non-wood forest products are of critical importapegticularly to the livelihoods
of the rural communities and in some situation®antfor a significant share of
household incomes. Some of the non-wood forestyatedthat contribute to
sustainable livelihoods include gums and resinspelo essential oils,
frankincense, myrrh, fibres, medicinal and aromal&nts, dying and tanning
materials. In addition some indigenous tree speair@ plants such & unus
africana and Aloe have the potential to earn the country a high iredrom
international markets. In times of drought and fama@rcity, some non-wood
products are the only source of nutrition for theat communities. To ensure
continuous supply of these products and communippart in conservation there

is a need to: -

Policy statement 2.3.Bromote sustainable production and utilization of

non-wood forest products.

Policy statement 2.3.ZEncourage rural communities to establish non-

wood based forest product enterprises and processes

Policy statement 2.3.Batensify research and training in non-wood forest
products with the aim of domesticating commercialhable species and

increasing their ecological range.

2.4  Forests Industries

Forest industries contribute to the national econonthe provision of products
such as construction timber, paper, transmissidespand fuel wood. They
provide employment opportunities in the manufaatyriconstruction, transport

and processing sectors thus contributing to imatdivelihoods and incomes.

14
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Wood processing technologies presently used articieat and wasteful.

Appropriate technologies are available but theréows adoption due to the
prohibitive investment costs. Training in indudtr@ocesses and low cost
efficient technologies is needed to improve the afseaw materials, diversify
products and to minimize waste.

In order to ensure increased efficiency and avaithalf forest products;

Policy statement 2.4.Efficient forest-based industries will be promoted
to guarantee high quality products so as to satififip domestic demand

and contribute to export earnings.

Policy statement 2.4.2NWood based industries will be encouraged to
manufacture diverse finished products for local amatport market to take
advantage of the country’s regional position and agb infrastructure
development.

2.5 Forestry and Wealth Creation

Tree growing improves soil and water conservatiang soil fertility, which
contribute to increased agricultural production.altfe creation and employment
opportunities for improvement of livelihoods aresgble, not only from
intensified farm production, but also through thevelopment of forest-based

industries and promotion of eco-tourism.

Intensified farm forestry, commercial productionrain wood products and the
promotion of out-grower tree schemes could sudpogst industries and enhance
industrialization and employment creation. Thid W& enhanced by efficient use

of raw materials, appropriate production technolagg marketing support.

Further, intensified tree planting will result increased demand for seedlings.
This demand will be met through individual and ptev initiatives in seedling
production. In turn, this will create employment j@uth and women groups. To
ensure that only good quality seedlings reach tlaeket, appropriate quality

15
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control measures will be put in place. Recognizhmg contribution of forestry to

socio-economic development and wealth creation;

Policy statement 2.5.FEorest-based industries that contribute to the ioatal

economy will be promoted.

Policy statement 2.5.2Recreation and eco-tourism facilities will be

developed.

Policy statement 2.5.3The creation of out-grower tree schemes through

appropriate funding mechanisms will be encouraged.

Policy statement 2.5.4industries will be developed through appropriate
investment incentives that encourage efficient ufaaw materials, efficient

technologies, and protection of the environment.

Policy statement 2.5.9he production of seedlings will be liberalised.

2.6 Trade in Forest Products

Trading in forest products contributes significgntd the national economy.

However, this trade is for the most part limitedtie national level, and yet

opportunities for the export of forest productssexiThese products include
timber, paper products, carvings, gums and resh@coal and medicines. At the
international level, forest certification and ldimg is increasingly being used to
enhance trade in forest products. To access thadests, it is necessary to adopt

certification requirements.
Economic returns from trade in forest products tdlenhanced through;
Policy statement 2.6. Promotion of value added forest products.

Policy statement 2.6.Development of the necessary infrastructure formo
extractive uses of forests.
Policy statement 2.6.3Promotion of forest products -certification and

labelling for wider market acceptability.

16
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CHAPTER 3
3. LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS

3.1 Forest Sector Legal Reforms

In the past, the Forest Sector was faced with neangtraints, which hampered its
development. These constraints included a weak liegmmework. The legal
framework did not allow the participation of thevate sector and communities in
forest management. Further it did not allow theeBbiDepartment to manage
resources outside gazetted forests. Over the pastyéars, the Government
undertook some limited reforms in the forestry seend is now determined to
put in place the necessary reforms to revitalige gbctor. These reforms will
provide for participation of other stakeholdersluing the private sector and
communities in the management and conservatioromsts. In addition, the
reforms will provide for the proper managementreétresources outside gazetted

forests.

The reforms in the forest sector should not leavwefarest professionals. In the
past, professional foresters have not had a profedsassociation to enable them
carry out self regulation. A foresters’ professiomssociation would enhance the
image of the forest sector as a whole.

To achieve these reforms in the forest sector:

Policy statement 3.1.1The Government will enact an appropriate

legislation to regulate the forest sector on a fisable basis.

Policy statement 3.1.2The Government will monitor and ensure the

implementation of the new Forest Policy.

Policy statement 3.1.3:The Government will encourage forest

professionals to form an association to self regi@ahe profession.

17
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3.2 Institutional Arrangements

Since its establishment, the Forest Departmentahesys been an organ of the
central government and hence has been charactdnzegntralized decision-
making and inadequate financing. This has led effentive management, which
is best illustrated by the poor condition of thedustrial plantations and
degradation of indigenous forests. Current thinlang practice is that sustainable
forest management would be better carried out gmai-autonomous entity, the
Kenya Forest Service. This new institution will lmharged with forest
administration, policy development, forest regualafi training, extension and
protection of natural forests. In addition, thev&e will work closely with the
following sectors; agriculture, water, land, enemgyd tourism. For efficient

management of the forest sector;

Policy statement 3.2.1The Government will put in place appropriate

institutional arrangements to coordinate and suppdine forest sector.

Policy statement 3.2.Zhe Government will establish the Kenya Forest

Service.

3.3 Funding for Forestry Development

The funding of forestry activities has mainly béesm the central Government
(Treasury) and from development partners. Thiglifugnhas been inadequate for
the efficient management and conservation of thmtcgs forest resource. With
the establishment of the Kenya Forest Servicelitbgi necessary to broaden the
funding base, including putting in place forestsEmation and development trust
fund. Existing internal and external funding opparties will be explored and put
into maximum use where available. Sources of fuadsipport forestry activities
will be through;

Policy statement 3.3.Revenue generated from improved management of

plantation forests.

18
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Policy statement 3.3.2:evies and royalties imposed on services such as

water catchment conservation, land leases and cescms.
Policy statement 3.3.8unds from the Government.

Policy statement 3.3.4Funds from development partners and other

agencies

Policy statement 3.3.%unds available at the international level for the
seqguestration of greenhouse gases, conservatiohiological diversity,

protection of water catchments, and combating déieation.

19
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CHAPTER 4
4. LINKAGES WITH OTHER SECTORS

4.1 Co-ordination with Related Policies

Pressures and demands imposed on forest ecosyateimsesources are often
caused or influenced by factors outside the fasestor. Forests serve as water
catchment areas, are sources of wood fuel, haldatsvildlife, may contain
mineral deposits and impinge on agricultural atiési For this reason, the
policies in these sectors (Water, Energy, Miningnds, Wildlife and Agriculture)
should have a clear linkage to the Forest Poliayther, forests are also found on
local authority lands and are under pressure fttlesgent. There is a need to
create synergies between the policies that goweal huthorities as well as land
use. Appropriate mechanisms for achieving harmdnoizaf the various sectoral

policies that touch on forestry should be put acplthrough;

Policy statement 4.1.1Establishment of an inter-ministerial committee

bringing together forest related sectors.

4.2 Forestry Research and Education

Research and education are essential for forestrgladpoment. The main areas of
focus for research and education will be indigenfiest management, farm
forestry, dryland forestry, and commercial forestigvelopment. The current
institutional linkage between forestry researchication, administration, resource
owners and users is weak. In particular, foregtsgarch and education should be
demand driven. Therefore, the private sector wallémcouraged to participate
actively in forestry research. Forestry researah education will be in line with
the national priorities and development programmni@spromote research and

education in forestry for sustainable development;

Policy statement 4.2.1The Government will support forestry research

and education through provision of incentives iniprity areas.
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Policy statement 4.2.2The private sector will be encouraged to

participate in forestry research.

Policy statement 4.2.3/An effective mechanism linking forestry

research and users will be developed.

Policy statement 4.2.4ndigenous knowledge in forest conservation and
management will be tapped and incorporated intodsiry research and

education.

Policy statement 4.2.5Forestry research programmes and education
curricula will be reviewed and updated from time tione in consultation

with stakeholders.

Policy statement 4.2.@ublic awarenessreation with regard to forest

conservationmanagemenand utilization will be supported.

4.3 Forest User Rights and Livelihoods

Forest adjacent communities derive both spirituad anaterial benefits from
forests. Material benefits include water, mediciharbs, honey, fuel wood,
construction material and fodder. The governmecbggizes the important role
that these benefits play in the livelihoods of &bredjacent communities.
However, it is important to note that forest betsefire not limited to forest
adjacent communities. For example, some forestssaueces of major rivers,
which serve populations and are important for ecoo@ctivities far away from
the forests. In order to improve the livelihoodsatbfcommunities who depend on

forests;

Policy statement 4.3.The Government will encourage sustainable use of

forest resources by communities.

Policy statement 4.3.3he traditional interests of local communities

customarily resident within or around a forest witle protected.
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Policy statement 4.3.€ultural practices that are compatible with

sustainable forest management will be respected.

4.4 International Obligations

A number of international agreements, protocold, @nventions impact on
forestry. These include the Convention on Biologizigersity, the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, drelWnited Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change. Kenyaexaies their positive
Impacts on sustainable forestry management and@ovitinue to play an active
role in their development and implementation. @lobal implications of forests
should therefore be considered in accordance thhegional and international
agreements, conventions, protocols and other msints in which the country has
interest. The positive role of natural forests plahtations as carbon sinks is an
added asset for the maintenance and increasesafdver. To recognise the
multiple roles of forestry and tap further investmim the sector from new

international arragements;

Policy statement 4.4.Ifhe Government will promote tree planting and

land rehabilitation for carbon sequestration.

Policy statement 4.4.Z:he Government will explore opportunities

available in carbon trade for conservation and magement of forests

Policy statement 4.4.3'he Government will endeavour to domesticate
as appropriate international forestry related insiments and

agreements.

Policy statement 4.4.&:he Government will foster close collaboration
with neighbouring countries to ensure sustainableamagement of

cross-border forests.
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4.5 Gender and youth Issues

Traditional gender roles have inhibited the pgstton of women and youth in
forestry development. In particular, the role ofrmem and youth in forest and tree
resource utilization and management, has not hdrécognised. Initiatives by
women and youth have convincingly demonstratednémessary and potential
value of their participation in forestry developmegspecially at the community
level. In order to ensure women and youth are gy involved in forest
management;

Policy statement 4.5.1More opportunities for women and youth will be

enhanced in forest training and education.

Policy statement 4.5.2The Government will endeavour to deliberately

involve women and youth in participatory forest magement.

Policy statement 4.5.3: The youth will be encourdg® take on more
responsibility in the management of forests to eresthat future generations

are catered for when decisions affecting forestg anade.

4.6 Non-State Actors

Some Non-State Actors, including Non-GovernmentagaDizations (NGOs),
professional associations and the private secia imdepth experience in forest-
related matters. Their experiences will be fulljize¢d through mechanisms to be
jointly developed with the government. Collaboratibetween these actors,

government agencies, and local authorities willlé&eeloped.

Participatory forestry management will be enhanbgdnvolving concerned non-
state actors and local communities in planning enplementation of forest
management activities. This approach will be usgaldn and implement forestry

development plans. To bring on board other stakieinelin forestry management;

23

© 2005 Government of Kenya



Linkages with other Sectors

Policy statement 4.6.1The Government will work will support non-state
actors and local communities to undertakéorest-related development

activities.

4.7 HIVIAIDS

The HIV/AIDS pandemic has had far reaching impactdorestry development.
The pandemic has caused a shortage of both skifiddinskilled labour thereby
undermining forestry activities. It has also resdltin a drastic decline in
resources, both human and financial leaving lesbfm-term investment such as
tree planting. The increased cost on account aéraesism and higher bills for
treatment results in reduced investment in foressrynore resources are devoted
to health care in combating HIV/AIDS.

The fight against HIV/Aids will be mainstreamed afh forest programmes and
projects. This will entail an evaluation of how tpandemic will affect the
implementation of this policy, for example throdghour and skill shortages.

To fight the HIV/Aids pandemic in the forest sector

Policy statement 4.7.FEorest programmes and projects will mainstream the

fight against HIV/Aids as it impacts on their actiies.

Policy statement 4.7.20orkplace initiatives will be adapted for peopléthv
HIV/Aids.
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