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i What we need to do?
. Embrace and Implement IWRM framework:
I public agendies, the private sector and the community
need to work together at all levels in an integrated, holistic

[WRLIAs), Community Forest Associations {CFAs) need to be
L integrated with county-level activities and basin wide
i programmes to achieve desired goals. The general public

and cooperative effort. Water Resource User Associations

gy

should stop and object to drainage of wetlands and ahways ; o

+ insist on EIA license for any development on or within -

I wetlands,

. Mitigate pollution: Integrated pollution

management such as integrated solid waste management =

- and use of constructed wetlands to treat wastewater
emanating from fams, hotels, residential areas s

imperative towards realizing Vision 2030 aspirations.
Managing wetlands for water provizioning should be taken as

a personal responsibility by all of us. Local actions to recycle, -

reuse and conserve water are the basis of mstajnahlg_jua'l:e'i
management. L

. Integrate Indigenous knowledge and gender
equity principles: Stakeholders are encouraged to ensure
that their experiences and concerns are integrated into water
management decision-making. The power to change through
grass reots advocacy and action should be promoted so as to
ensure ownership of these resources at the local level and
thus promotion of sustainable utilization.

Partner and support wetland management:

Awareness raising, education and rehabilitation programmes,
contribute immensely to the general management and
sustainable utilization of wetland resources including water.
Awareness and education campaigns are integral in any
wetland management programime.
. Promote Science-Policy Dialogues: A lot of good
scientific research is routinely carried out on wetlands aimed
atimproving the knowledge base, These information needs to
be shared with actors and decision-makers to improve
management of wetlands.

Build-up activities:

The Mational Steering Committee aligned several build-up
activities towards commemoration of the World Wetlands Day
2013.These induded Radio and TV talk shows [Citizen TV, NTV,
KBC TV and Radio and other local FM stations), e-sodal
links/network through the use of Facebook and Twitter as well
as interviews and panel discussions. A panel discussion
themed Wetlands take care of Water, was also held at the
Mational Museums of Kenya. In addition, a free planting
exercise aimed at rehabilitating and restoringthe ecological

integrity of River.:5osiani in Uasin Gishu County was

undertaken.
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Workd Wetlands Day (WWD], what is it?

Backgroumnd

The ‘World Wetlands Day (WWD] B commemorated every
2 February each year globally. It marks the date of the
adoption of the Ramiar Comwention on 'Wetlands on 2
February, 19F1. The celebrations aim at ralhying
goveTnment agendies, non-governmenial organisations,
and groups of cititens at all levels of the community to
undertake acthons aimed at raising public awareness on
wietland values and benefits, sustainable development
and wise use of wetlands.

Kerya adopted this Convention in 1990 and has o far
designated six wetands-as Ramsar sites-wetlands of
international imporance. These includs lakes Baringo,
Bogoria, Makuru, Nahasha, Elementaita and Lastiy Tana
Deita, the newest in the st I‘!.:'hw bDeen oesignated in
October last year,

The theme for WWD 2013 is water,
to emphasize the interdependenty between wetlands
and water. The theme cormelates- well with the idaaf
valuing wetlands 85 the kidhneys of the sarth, performing
sirmiilar fumctions. as the uman kidney

Further, the United Nations ha‘.l' declared this year as the
M Intemational Year for 'Water Cooperation. This is a
result of the recognition that water B cnitical for
sustainable development and for human bhealth and
wiell-being and thus provides an ideal opportunity to
ook at the intersectionality between water and
wietlands. Wetlands store hage quantities of water amnd
release this much nesded water for vanous functions and
tasks inchuding domestic  industrial, carwashing,
irigatisn/crop  husbandry, fish famming and e
sustenance 10 varnous aquatic and semi-aquatic e
forms/organksms

Wetlands, the biclegical supermarkets

Wetlands are among the worlds most productive
envinonments. They have been famously described as
‘biological sspermarkets’ because of the extensive food
webs and rich blodiversity they support and as kidneys
of the landscape’ because of the functions they perform

in the hydrologlcal and chemical cycles. F

A

Wetands constitute the transition Zone betwsen &
water body and the dry land and consist of rivers
{riverine wetlands), lakes {laousimne wetlands), swamps
{palustring], rice paddies, seashore, darms, tributaries,
that support speciic plants and animals. The depths of
These waled Dodies do nat excesd six melres

‘Wetlands play a regulatory mole in climate systerr, water
purihication and wadte removal, rechange and dischange
of groundwater, and wetland water provides suitable
homage to many aguatic plants and animals.

Mational World Wetlands Day st Manila Swamp, Ussin
Gishu County

This year's nabional Workd Wetland Day 2013 focuses on
Marula swamp in Ussin Gishu County. The swamp B
situated mine kom from Eldoret town and it s 8 owerine
wetland with an area of approximately 560ha that
streiches for & distance of about 10 km long and 700
metres wide af the widest point. The swamp provides
many benefits o the adiacent communities. It slo
harbours mary wildlife speces such as crested oranes and
other birds. The wetland has a catchament area of 21 000
ha and s dominated by papymis [Cypenus papynis)
flamied om either side by shorter emergent vegetation.

The swamp is used by bocal comemumitees a5 & sounie of
water for domestic wse, agricutture, horticulture, Bvestock
grazing during dry seasons & well & 8 source of raw
materials for handicraft and frewood. The main challenpe
Lo e Swamip B efffuent emanating from the Nower farms
Despite the heavy relance on the wetland and its water by
the commanity, it has contnued to ehdengo degradation
as a nesult of human encroachment for settlement anda
resuft of human encroachment for  seffement and

Threats u:mnuﬂhn:&!mm.m gricultire. Agriculture places the grese dngle demand
Hcrr in Kerva, millions of people wiater thus the need o mcrease efficiency inagricaltune
sfn-r'ﬂ'hnﬁgmdim suich as water, d reduce water losses and waste. Cprrently, flower
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= Poliuthon both direct and indirect souwrces
« Effacts of sl i Spoaciod,
= Watland modification and drainsgei maindy (o
agricufture and human setiiement B

T
practices within wetl b
resulting in catchrment degradation, ~

= Ponvarty and low soeio-soondmic satus of wetland
dependent commenities,

« indapuary and inequality including Landd tinum
systems and inheritance

= Population inonkase and dimane change amd
climate variability
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farming is one of the Bigges t o suslEnAble
manapement of thi;wr mm




