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NEMA Director General, Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS (2nd R) joined the opening 
ceremony and leadership Summit of the 2nd African Climate Summit (ACS-
2) that was held from 8th to 10th September, 2025 at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
This year, the Summit marked a decisive moment for Africa to unite in 
pursuit of climate justice, resilient development, and a sustainable future 
for generations to come- directly advancing African led solutions to climate 
change related challenges. 
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NEMA Enforcing Plastic Bags Ban
|| By Peris Murage & F. Mosomi

NEMA Director General, Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS inspects some of plastic bags conþscated 
from a manufacturer in Kiambu during a previous enforcement exercise.

A  person shall not manufacture, import, export, 
possess, use or offer for sale a ÿat bag, plastic 
bag or plastic þlm without authorization from the 
Authority. In addition, regulation 2, deþnes a òplastic 
bagó as a carrier bag or ÿat bag made from any 
polymer including polyethylene, polypropylene, 
polyethylene terephthalate that could be laminated 
or non-laminated, þlm or fabric, woven or non-
woven. A person shall not sell or offer for sale 
plastic packaging materials in Kenya unless the 
name and contacts details of both the user and the 
manufacturer are clearly printed on the material.

Regulation 
6 (1) of the 
Environmental 
Management and 
Co-ordination 
(Management 
and Control 
of Plastic 
Packaging 
Materials) 
Regulations, 
2024
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Director Environmental 
Enforcement, Dr. Ayub Macharia 
inspects some of plastics 
conþscated from a factory in 
Kiandutu, Thika

The National Environment Management 
Authority (NEMA) is responsible for enforcing 
banned plastic bags and packaging materials 

in Kenya.  �e plastic ban came into e�ect on 28th 
February, 2017 through a Gazette Notice No. 2356 
banning the use, manufacture and importation of 
all plastic bags used for commercial and household 
packaging in Kenya. 

�e ban restricts the use of manufacture, and 
importation of plastic carrier for packaging which 
attracts penalties; �nes of up to Ksh.4 million 
or imprisonment up to 4 years or both �ne and 
imprisonment for violations.  �e ban, a�ects both 
manufacturers and users, with the sole aims to combat 
plastic waste that clogs drains, polluted water bodies, 
and harm wildlife hence pollutes the environment, 
and poses health risks owing to burning plastic bags 
which releases carcinogenic chemicals, and plastic 
waste contributes to breeding grounds for mosquito-
borne diseases.  

Despite its success in reducing plastic bag litter, the 
ban has not eradicated all plastic pollution, leading 
to additional measures like the restriction of plastic 
bags for organic waste and the ongoing challenge of 
cross-border plastic waste.  �is prove a continuous 
commitment to widening the scope of plastic 
reduction e�orts and similarly aims to promote 
sustainable practices and a greener environment to 
reducing plastic waste that never fully biodegrades.

Recently gazetted on 4th November 2024, the 
Environmental Management and Co-ordination 
(Management and Control of Plastic Packaging 
Materials) Regulations, 2024; whose objectives among 
others is to establish a framework for the management 
and control of the use of plastic packaging material as 
well as establish a framework for the management and 
control of the use of plastic packaging material.  

Regulation 6(1) of the aforementioned Regulations, 

provides that a person shall not manufacture, import, 
export, possess, use or o�er for sale a �at bag, plastic 
bag or plastic �lm without authorization from 
the Authority. In addition, regulation 2, de�nes a 
“plastic bag” as a carrier bag or �at bag made from 
any polymer including polyethylene, polypropylene, 
polyethylene terephthalate that could be laminated 
or non-laminated, �lm or fabric, woven or non-
woven. A person shall not sell or o�er for sale plastic 
packaging materials in Kenya unless the name and 
contacts details of both the user and the manufacturer 
are clearly printed on the material.

Members of public are advised that any person who 
wishes to manufacture, import, export, possess, use or 
o�er for sale �at plastic bags or plastic �lms within the 
above de�nition to apply to the Authority for a licence 
in accordance with the regulations. 
Any person who manufactures, imports, exports, uses, 
sells, o�ers for sale or possess plastic carrier bag or 
plastic �at bags without a licence commits an o�ence 
and shall, on conviction, be liable to upon conviction 
for a term not less than one year but not more than 
four years or to a �ne of not less than two million 
shillings but not more than four million shillings or 
both such �ne and imprisonment.

�e banned plastic bags and packaging materials 
are still in use and contribute to substantial waste, 
particularly in urban areas like Nairobi.  NEMA 
continues to promote environmental awareness 
and enforce the regulations to ensure greater 
compliance with the law, while assuring the public 
of its commitment to ensure a clean, healthy and safe 
environment for all.
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Carbon Market Trading in Kenya

A carbon market is a system that allows 
people, companies or governments to 
buy and sell “carbon credits” earned by 

reducing or removing greenhouse gases from the air, 
through approved projects that follow national and 
international rules. 

Carbon markets o�er communities a great 
opportunity to earn money, protect the environment, 
and build resilience against climate change. However, 
communities must understand the rules, participate 
actively, and demand transparency. �erefore, 
a carbon project is an activity that helps reduce, 
remove, or prevent harmful gases from entering the 
atmosphere. �ese projects create carbon credits that 
can be sold in carbon markets.

�e projects are crucial for communities because 
they o�er opportunities for sustainable development, 

economic growth, and improved well-being, while 
mitigating climate change.

A carbon credit represents one ton of greenhouse gas 
(GHG) reduction or removal. It is a tradable unit used 
to support projects that reduce pollution. Carbon 
credits help attract funding, especially for projects 
that have insu�cient �nancial support or technology 
access.

Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement presents a 
cooperative approach that enables countries to trade 
mitigation outcomes with each other through bilateral 
or multilateral agreements. �ese traded credits, 
termed as ITMOs must constitute real, veri�ed, 
and additional emission reductions or removals not 
included in the host country’s Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs). 

|| S. Irungu

Members of a community measuring the size of trees in a forest {PHOTO: COURTESY}
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Represents one ton of Greenhouse 
Gas (GHG) reduction or removal. 
It is a tradable unit used to support 
projects that reduce pollution. 
Carbon credits help attract 
funding, especially for projects that 
have insu�cient �nancial support 
or technology access.

CARBON 
CREDIT 

�ere are two main ways carbon credits are traded: 
primary trading where direct sales between project 
developers and buyers and secondary Trading that 
uses intermediaries like brokers or exchanges to trade 
credits. 

�e National Environment Management Authority 
(NEMA) is the designated National Authority for 
carbon markets in Kenya in line with the Climate 
Change carbon markets regulations of 2024 granting 
NEMA the responsibility to authorize and approve 
all carbon market projects in Kenya among other 
major responsibilities as laid down in the Act and the 
regulations. 
�erefore, the NEMA Director General is the registrar 
for all carbon projects in the country.
�e responsibility of the Designated National 
Authority (DNA) is to ensure compliance with all the 
Carbon Markets regulations and also carry out such 
duties as stipulated in the same regulations. In order 
for the Authority to ensure fairness in the enforcement 
of the regulation, the Authority is required to educate 
and create awareness on the requirements of the law. 
It is against this background that NEMA identi�ed 
the need to develop this community guide to ensure 
that the communities understood their roles and 
responsibilities under the law and subsequent 
regulations.

In order for the Authority to ensure fairness in the 
enforcement of the regulation, the Authority is required 
to educate and create awareness on the requirements 
of the law. It is against this background that NEMA 

identi�ed the need to develop this community guide 
to ensure that the communities understood their roles 
and responsibilities under the law and subsequent 
regulations.

�e simpli�ed guide is designed to enhance the 
understanding of communities on the carbon 
markets regulations as well as build their capacity to 
enable them participate in the carbon projects being 
implemented in their areas and also unbundle the 
procedures and requirements of identi�cation and 
implementation for their own carbon projects.

�e Community guide complements all other 
education and awareness programs on climate change 
and carbon markets currently being run by the 
Authority and answers the many questions that come 
with any new regulation gazetted by the government.
Communities can participate in carbon markets 
by developing local carbon projects or signing 
agreements with carbon project developers.
For a project to participate in carbon markets, it must 
comply with the methodologies and requirements 
of a recognized carbon standard which are available 
for public viewing on the various carbon standards 
registries. Recognized carbon standards include 
Verra, Gold Standard, Plan Vivo among others.
Other institutions mandated to oversee the 
implementation of the Carbon Markets Regulations. 
�ese include the Ministry of Environment, Climate 
Change and Forestry, County Governments, and 
others who give approvals, monitor projects, and 
protect community interests.

Members of a community measuring the size of trees in a forest {PHOTO: COURTESY}
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World Ozone Day Celebration

Kenya joined the World in celebrating the 
International Day for the Preservation of the 
Ozone Layer, themed “40 years of Vienna 

Convention: from Science to Global Convention.”

World Ozone Day is celebrated on September 16 to 
commemorate the signing of the Montreal Protocol 
in 1987, on Substances that Deplete the Ozone 
Layer that has achieved universal rati�cation.  Its 
implementation has led to the recovery of the ozone 
layer and contributed signi�cantly to mitigating 
climate change. 

Under the Montreal Protocol, parties commit to 
reducing the consumption and production of ozone-
depleting substances (ODS).  �e treaty outlines a 
schedule for the phase-out of key substances such as 
CFCs, HCFCs, and halons. �e Kigali Amendment to 
the Montreal Protocol, agreed upon in 2016, included 
provisions for the phase-down of HFCs, which are 
potent greenhouse gases but do not deplete the ozone 
layer

In Kenya, the Montreal Protocol has been domesticated 
through the Environment Management and 
Coordination (Controlled Substances) Regulations, 
2025 that establishes a regulatory framework for 
controlled substances, regulating their production, 
import, export, usage, handling, storage, and disposal, 
in line with Kenya’s obligations under the Montreal 
Protocol. 

�e Regulation main objective is to protect the ozone 
layer from chemicals that deplete it and to regulate 
trade and practice in controlled substances.  �is is 
achieved through issuance of licenses and permits for 
importers.  �e regulations include the management 
of controlled substances and equipment containing 
controlled substances including storage, handling, 
production, packaging, import, export, transit, use 
and disposal. 

Further the Regulations, 2025 legally operationalize 
Kenya’s commitments to controlling ozone-depleting 
substances through a licensing system, regulated 
trade, safe handling and advertising protocols, and 
enforcement via identi�ed authority oversight; 
and provisions for the authorization, registration 
and licensing of RAC Technicians and Servicing 
Companies in order for them to repair, maintain, 
replace or retro�t RAC equipment. 

�is years’ World Ozone Day Celebration themed 
“From Science to Global Action”, ensures all 
parties recognize that Scienti�c and technological 
advancements have made strides in controlling the 
gases leading to the various amendments under the 
Protocol to guarantee that the ozone layer is protected.

Homeowner are urged, regardless of the refrigerant 
used to select a reputable dealer that employs service 
technicians who are NEMA certi�ed to handle 
refrigerants.  �e responsibility of protecting mankind 
shared heritage is not the duty of one nation, but of all 
human.

|| By Oceanic Sakwa & Peris Murage

CS Environment, 
Climate Change and 
Forestry, Dr. Deborah 
Barasa is taken 
through the NEMA 
air quality mobile 
laboratory during 
the World Ozone Day 
2025 at Michuki Park, 
Nairobi
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World Ozone Day Celebration

NEMA Director General Mamo B. Mamo, EBS, 
hosted a delegation from Ghana’s JOSPONG 
Group, led by Executive Chairman Dr. Joseph 

Siaw Agyepong, to explore sustainable waste management 
partnerships in Kenya on 4th July, 2025.

JOSPONG expressed interest in collaborating with the 
Authority to establish Material Recovery Facilities in 
Nairobi and Mombasa, aligned with the Sustainable Waste 
Management Act (CAP 387C) and National Policy (2021). 

Dr. Agyepong showcased JOSPONG’s success in waste 
segregation and recovery across Africa, demonstrating 
their capacity to replicate similar solutions in Kenya.

�e DG welcomed the partnership, highlighting challenges 
in waste collection and NEMA’s progress, including the 
implementation of EPR regulations to reduce pollution 
from producers.

FORGING 
PARTNERSHIPS 
ON WASTE 
MANAGEMENT

NEMA Director General, Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS (C) hosted a delegation from 
JOSPONG Group led by Executive Chairman Dr. Joseph Siaw Agyepong at his ofþce

Material Recovery 
Facility (MRF) is a 
plant that receives, sorts, 
processes, and prepares 
recyclable materials—
such as paper, plastic, and 
metal—to be sold to end-
user manufacturers.


