“J Ecoflash

News Magazine || ISSUE 4, 2026
National Environment Management Authority

KENYA HOSTS GLOBAL

DESERTIFICATHION'AND
l@@UGHTEﬂW

Mazingira Yetu | Uhai Wetu | Waj |bu Wetu

\

Hon. Prof. Kithure Kinc

EPR

( EXTENDED PRODUCER
‘RESPONSIBILITY -

|
EPR Implementation

All Importers are now required to obtain the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Import
Certificate lodged through the National Electronic

Single Window System (NESWIS).
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World Environment Day

National World Environment Day celebrations
were held at Arboretum Grounds in Ol Kalou,
Nyandarua County on June 5, 2026.

CS Environment, Climate Change & Forestry, Dr.
Deborah Barasa, EGH led NEMA in taking
enforcement actions on non-compliant facilities.
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Enhancing environmental management

q-l)qis quarter was marked by significant engagements, high-level meetings and initiatives
aimed at advancing environmental management. Kenya was privileged to host the global
celebrations of World Desertification and Drought Day under the theme, “Rangelands:
Recognize. Respect. Restore”.

The event was held on 17th June, 2026 at Vipingo Central Primary School in Kilifi County.
The event was marked by pomp and colour as dignitaries across the globe including the
United Nations Convention on Desertification secretariat joined Kenyans for the global
observance. The event spotlighted the vital role of rangelands in strengthening climate
resilience, enhancing food and water security, conserving biodiversity, and sustaining the
cultural heritage and livelihoods of pastoralist and indigenous communities worldwide.

The Authority also coordinated the national World Environment Day celebrations that
took place at the Arboretum Grounds in Ol Kalou, Nyandarua County on June 5, 2026,
under the theme “A Global Call for Climate Action.” The day served as a reminder of
the urgent need to protect our environment. She outlined key government initiatives,
including the preservation of the Aberdare ecosystem, sustainable agriculture around
Lake Ol Bolossat, and restoration of degraded landscapes.

The Authority also heightened the enforcement efforts especially on Effluent Discharges
Licenses (EDL), plastic bags ban, Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) among
others. In particular, the CS Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, Dr. Deborah
Barasa provided a renewed push to NEMA’s enforcement efforts as she joined enforcement
exercises in Mlolongo, Machakos County. The CS appraised herself with measures taken
by the private sector to prevent the discharge of harmful effluents into the city’s primary
waterways including Nairobi rivers. She cautioned that untreated water must meet strict
safety parameters before it can be discharged.

The implementation of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) also took centre stage
as the Authority enforced the compliance requirements for imports where importers are
now required to obtain EPR Import Certificate lodged through National Electronic Single
Window System (NESWIS).

During the period, NEMA Chairman and DG joined their counterparts in National
Environmental Management Council (NEMC) in Tanzania as they celebrated their 40
years since establishment.

Cl-(ave a g?’@dt reacﬁ

Evans Nyabuto,
Deputy Director Corporate Communications
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he Cabinet Secretary for Environment,
Climate Change and Forestry, Dr.
Debora Barasa, EGH on 3rd June, 2026
B visited NEMA Headquarters and held

consultations with NEMA Director General, Dr
' Mamo B. Mamo, EBS on the upcoming events,
. Implementation of the Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) and the current status of
various project implementation.

CS Environment, Climate Change and Forestry, She also received briefing on the ongoing

Dr. Debora Barasa, EGH signs the visitors book interventions in waste management, circular

during her visit to NEMA economy and the devolved environmental
functions, in collaboration with County
Governments.

The CS later visited the Kenya Online
Continuous Emissions Monitoring System
(KOCEMS) Control Room and was appraised
on the operations of the real time online
monitoring system established at NEMA. The
DG was accompanied by Mr. David Ongare,
Director Environmental Compliance and
Dr. Ayub Macharia, Director Environmental
Enforcement.

CEO UPS, Rohit Kumar takes CS
Environment, Climate Change and
Forestry, Dr. Debora Barasa, EGH, NEMA,
DG Mamo B Mamo, EBS and Director
Compliance, David Ongare through the
KOCEMS systems functionality during
the visit.




' Ecoflash - ISSUE 4, 2025-2026

o
D I e e e

hvironment Pllo.te.ction Agency with NEMA Director General Dr.
Mamo B. Mamo, EBS, and staff during the visit
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NEMA Hosts Malawi Officials

EMA Director General, Dr. Mamo B.

Mamo, EBS hosted a delegation from

Malawi led by Hon. Patricia Wiskes

MP, Minister of Natural Resources and
Dr. Misheck Yangotha Munthali, PS for Natural
Resources on 9th May, 2026. .

The delegation was in the country for a peer
learning exercise with discussions focusing
on carbon trading, plastic bags ban and waste
management. The NEMA and Malawian delegation
also exchanged experiences on various regulations
and policies governing environmental management
in the two countries.

The DG was joined by Director Environmental

Services, Dr. Charles Lange and Deputy Director  NEMA DG Dr. Mamo B. Mamo. EBS receives
Environmental Assessments, Robert Orina. Malawian MP and Minister for Natural

Resources, Hon. Patricia Wiskes when they paid
a visit to NEMA.
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NEMA, KENTRADE PARTNER ON EPR

The National Environment Management
Authority (NEMA) and Kenya Trade
Network Agency (KenTrade) rolled out a
joint Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR) Import Certificate requirement on
March 14, 2026.

Importers must now lodge applications
for this certificate through the National
Electronic Single Window System
(NESWIS) to ensure proper waste
management compliance.

This is in line with the Extended
Producer Responsibility (EPR)

2024 regulations that require all
manufacturers and importers to manage
full life-cycle of their products including
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Kenya Hosts Global Desertification

and Drought Day

By S. Irungu

Rangelands Recognize, Respec;t Restore™
(F8) 17 dinw zoze. QP

Dignitaries led by Deputy President, H.E Prof. Kithure Kindiki, NEMA Board take a
group photo during the WDDD celebrations at Vipingo Primary School, Kilifi County

enya was privileged to host the global
celebrations of World Desertification
and Drought Day under the theme, ©
Rangelands: Recognize. Respect. Restore”
The event was held on 17th June, 2026 at Vipingo
Central Primary School in Kilifi County. The event
was marked by pomp and colour as dignitaries across
the globe joined Kenyans for the global observance.

The theme spotlighted the vital role of rangelands in
strengthening climate resilience, enhancing food and
water security, conserving biodiversity, and sustaining
the cultural heritage and livelihoods of pastoralist and
Indigenous communities worldwide.

Rangelands are vast landscapes that cover more than
half of the Earth’s land surface and support around
two billion people. Despite their immense value, they
are too often overlooked. They underpin food and
feed systems, providing 16 per cent of global food
production and 70 per cent of feed for domesticated
herbivores. They sustain pastoralist livelihoods,
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biodiversity, water security, cultural identity and
resilience.

Yet the loss and degradation of rangelands is
attracting little attention or action. Conversion and
degradation are shrinking grasslands, savannahs,
shrublands and steppes. Policies and incentives are
undermining pastoral production systems and local
food security. And climate change is driving droughts
and desertification of these vital landscapes.

P
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Dignitaries going through exhibitions during
WDDD celebrations in Kilifi County



The Chief Guest was the Deputy President of the
Republic of Kenya, H.E Prof. Kithure Kindiki, E.G.H.

Deputy President Prof. Kithure Kindiki called for
enhanced global action to restore degraded rangelands
and strengthen ecosystem resilience, saying the future
of livelihoods, food security and environmental
stability depends on how well the world protects its
natural resources.

He said Kenya is fully committed to restoring
ecosystems through large-scale interventions,
including the planting of 15 billion trees by 2032, as
part of efforts to combat land degradation, drought
and desertification.

“We must recognize the numbers, we must recognize
the magnitude of the challenge before us, and we must
recognize the duty the present generation owes, not to
ourselves, but to future generations,” he said.

The DP noted that rangelands and other fragile
ecosystemsmustbeprotectedbecausetheirdegradation
directly affects food production, water availability and
community livelihoods. He also warned that land
degradation leads to reduced productivity with severe
social and economic consequences.

“When land loses its productivity, farmers lose
harvests, people lose income, pastoralists lose
livestock, communities lose water sources and young
people lose opportunities. The consequences are
poverty, conflict and displacement,” he said.

The DP further announced that the government’s 15
billion tree programme will prioritize locally relevant
species, including mangroves, coconut trees, mango
trees and cashew nut trees, particularly in coastal
regions such as Kilifi. “These trees do not only help
conserve the environment; they also create wealth and
put money in the pockets of the people of Kilifi and
the entire coastal region,” he said.

He directed that mangrove restoration efforts be
scaled up in Kilifi as part of broader coastal ecosystem
rehabilitation. “We must commit to increasing the
number of mangroves planted here in Kilifi every
month,” he said.

The Deputy President assured that the government
will continue working with local communities to
integrate indigenous knowledge into environmental
conservation programmes, ensuring that restoration
efforts are both sustainable and economically
beneficial.

Vis

Deputy President, Hon. Prof. Kithure

Kindiki, E.G.H speaking during the WDDD
celebrations in Vipingo Primary School, Kilifi
County

NEMA Board led by Chairman, Emilio Mugo,
DG. Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS and Board
Member, Hon. Maclean Sitati planting a tree
during the WDDD celebrations flanked by
other dignitaries.




Other dignitaries included; H.E Moses Vilakati,
Commissioner for the Agriculture, Rural Development,
Blue Economy and Sustainable Development (ARBE)
AU Commissioner; Amb. Dr. Ida Odinga, Ambassador
and Permanent Representative to the Permanent
Mission of The Republic of Kenya to UNON & UNEP;
Ms. Inger Andersen Under-Secretary-General of
the United Nations and Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP);
Ms. Yasmine Fouad, Under-Secretary-General of the
United Nations and Executive Secretary UNCCD.
Other dignitaries addressed the participants online
includes; Anténio Guterres, Secretary-General of
the United Nations and Deputy Head of Mission,
Ambassador Alexander Fierley, on behalf of the
Diplomatic Community and Environment, Climate
Change and Forestry CS, Dr. Deborah Barasa.

NEMA Kenya led by Chairman Emilio Mugo, Director
General Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS and Board members
also participated in the celebrations.

The Desertification and Drought Day is the United
Nations’ global day to raise awareness of land
degradation and drought to mobilize action to protect
and restore healthy lands.
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NEMA Board of Management led the Chairman,
Emilio Mugo and Director General, Dr. Mamo

B. Mamo, EBS paid a courtesy call to the Coast
Regional Commissioner, Paul Rotich during the
WDDD celebrations 2026.

























































