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Foreword

As the principal agency charged with 
the duty to exercise general supervision 
and coordination of all matters related 
to the environment in Kenya, the 
Authority has strived to enhance the 
cleanliness of environment in the 
country since 1st July 2002 when 
NEMA became operational under 
the Environmental Management and 
Coordination Act (EMCA) 1999 that 
had earlier in 6th January 2000 received 
Presidential Assent. 

The environment agenda has been 
elevated by the Constitution of Kenya 
2010 under the Preamble “Calls for 
all Kenyans to respect and protect 
our environment as our heritage”. 
Moreover, every person is accorded the 
right to a clean and healthy environment 
through the Bill of Rights.

Over the two decades, NEMA has 
developed a way of working a theory 
of change - Deepening partnerships and 
collaborations with stakeholders which 
is central to the delivery of our mandate

Authority made significant strides in 
all its areas of mandate by: improving 
the quality of the environment through 
undertaking ambient air quality 
monitoring in five Major urban centers, 
undertaking 3530 enforcement actions 
in all counties on the ban of plastic bags 
and issuing 50,228 various Licenses on 
EIA,EDL, 

Solid waste management and Air quality and 
supported reduction and monitoring of G.H.Gs 
emissions; restoring degraded and aquatic 
ecosystems; strengthening the regulatory 
framework for environmental management; 
and promoting public behavioral change in 
environmental management.
 
As we strive towards achieving a clean and 
healthy environment as envisioned in the 
Constitution, the Authority urges members of 
the public to develop positive behavioral attitude 
towards the environment, adopt best practices in 
their daily activities as well as sustainably use 
available resources. 

With these concerted efforts, our national 
heritage will be safeguarded hence satisfy all our 
needs and aspirations as Kenyans.

Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, PhD, EBS
Director General
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Establishment
The National Environment Management Authority (NEMA) is established under 
Environmental Management and Coordination Act (EMCA) CAP 387 laws of Kenya, as 
the Principal instrument of government in the implementation of all policies relating 
to the environment.  The Authority exercises general supervision and co-ordination 
over all matters relating to the environment.

Within the devolved system of government NEMA is operating both at national 
and county level, being mindful that some environmental management functions 
have been devolved for example noise and waste management. Despite the latter, 
environmental standards remain the same throughout the country and are still a 
national function

Mandate
NEMA is established under the Environmental Management and Coordination Act 
(EMCA) No. 8 of 1999  to exercise general supervision and co-ordination over all matters 
relating to the environment.  It is further mandated to be the principal instrument of 
government in the implementation of all policies relating to the environment. 

Guiding principles
Vision
A clean, healthy and sustainably managed environment for a prosperous nation

Mission 
To innovatively and responsibly coordinate, supervise, manage and report all 
environmental matters for sustainable development in Kenya.

 Motto	
Our Environment, Our Life, Our Responsibility 

 Core Values
• Environmental Stewardship
• Professionalism 
• Integrity
• Innovativeness
• Customer Focus 
• Team Work
• Inclusivity
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Statutory Functions 
The object and purpose for which NEMA is 
established under EMCA is twofold: to ensure 
sustainable management of the environment 
through exercising general supervision and 
coordination over matters relating to the 
environment and; to be the principal instrument 
of government in the implementation of all 
policies relating to the environment. 

Who We Serve
The Authority serves various stakeholders and 
clients
1.	 General Public
2.	 Private Sector 
3.	 Government Ministries and departments (Lead 

Agencies)
4.	 County Governments  

EMCA Institutions 
5. National Environment Complaints 
Committee(NECC), 
6. National Environment Tribunal(NET), 
7. National Environment Council(NEC), 
8. National Environment Trust Fund (NETFund)

Others
9. County Environment Committees
10. Parliamentary Committees 
11. Mass Media
12. Civil Society Organizations(CSOs)
13. Development Partners/ Donors
14. Learning and Research Institutions

O
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Our Services
1.	 Registration of Environnemental Experts
2.	 Environmental licensing. 
3.	 Environmental Auditing.
4.	 Environmental inspections. 
5.	 Environmental Education and Awareness.
6.	 Domestication of Multilateral Agreements (MEAs).
7.	 Coordination of Environmental Planning and Research.
8.	 Environmental Reporting.
9.	 Development of curriculum for training of Strategic 

Environment Assessment (SEA), Environmental Impact 
Assessment/Audit Experts EIA/EA).

10.	 Promotion of best environmental practices 

NEMA Director General Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS (C), Dr. John 
Mumbo and Salome Machua undertaking water testing at Isinya 
flower farm following complaints on water pollution
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Law and Guidelines
The Environmental Management and Coordination Act (EMCA), 1999, is the framework 
law on environmental management and conservation. NEMA is empowered to develop 
regulations, prescribe measures and standards and, issue guidelines for the management 
and conservation of natural resources and the environment. 

Guidelines
1.	 National Guidelines for the Management of Covid -19 waste, 2020
2.	 EIA/EA Guidelines
3.	 National Sand Harvesting Guidelines
4.	 Asbestos Guidelines
5.	 National Solid Waste Management Strategy
6.	 National Guidelines for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Guidelines
7.	 Environment Acton Plan guidelines
8.	 E-waste Guidelines
9.	 Emission License Guidelines 

Kenya banned the 
use, manufacture and 
importation of plastic 
bags for commercial 
and household use 
that took effect on 

28th August 2017 vide 
a gazette notice No. 

2343 and 2356. NEMA 
has been implementing 

the ban since then 
resulting in over 

95% compliance and 
visible environmental 

cleanliness. The 
Management and 
Conrol of Plastic 

Packaging Materials, 
2024 regulations have 

also been gazetted

Dr. Mamo B. Mamo, EBS inspects some of 
confiscated plastic bags in Nairobi
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Gazetted Regulations
1.	 Environmental Impact (Assessment/Audit) Regulations, 2007.
2.	 Water Quality Regulations, 2024.
3.	 Waste Management Regulations, 2024.
4.	 Biodiversity Regulations, 2006.
5.	 Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS) Regulations of 2007.
6.	 Air Quality Regulations 2024. 
7.	 Management of Toxic and Hazardous Chemicals and Materials, 2024
8.	 Wetland regulations
9.	 Noise regulations, 2014
10.	Extend Producer Responsibility (EPR), 2024
11.	Sand Harvesting refulations, 2024
12.	Management and Conrol of Plastic Packaging Materials, 2024
13.	Controlled Substances Regulations, 2025. 
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ORGANOGRAM
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STRUCTURE OF NEMA
To fulfill its strategic objectives and mandate, the Authority is structured into six 
Directorates and two Departments reporting to the Director General. 

The six Directorates are; 

1. Environmental Compliance,
2. Environmental Services,
3. Environmental Enforcement, 
4. Corporate Services, 
5. Internal Audit, and
6. Legal Services. 

There are two departments that report directly to the Director General namely; Corporate 
Strategy and Planning, and Supply Chain Management.

NEMA headquarter offices in Nairobi
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Environmental Compliance 
The Compliance Directorate is established pursuant to Section 9 (2) Part V1, 
VII, V11, IX, X, and X111 of EMCA 1999 and is responsible for Processing of 
environmental licensing, developing regulations, standards & guidelines and 
enforcement of those standards. 

It has three departments namely:

1. Environmental Assessment; 
2. Waste Management and Licencing 
3. Field Operations and Devolved Functions Coordination
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Licensing Regime

Environmental Impact Asessment / Audit, 
2003 

Waste  Management Regulations, 2024

Water Quality Regulations, 2024

Conservation of Biological Diversity and 
Resources, Access to Genetic Resources 
Benefit Sharing Regulations, 2009

Controlled Substances Regulations, 2025

Sand Harvesting regulations, 2024

Noise regulations, 2014

Extend Producer Responsibility (EPR), 2024 

Air quality Regulations, 2024

Management and Control of Plastic Packaging 
Materials, 2024 Management of Toxic and 
Hazardous Chemicals and Materials, 2024 

Management of Toxic and Hazardous 
Chemicals and Materials, 2024 

 Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS)   
Regulations of 2007.

  
  EIA license
  EIA/EA experts licence
  EA Improvement Notice

  Waste Transportation licence
  Operation of disposal site/treatment   
  plant/ incinerator/Recyclers

   Effluent Discharge License

  Transportation Permit

  Excessive noise and vibrations 

 No.              Regulations                      License Issued
   
    1

   
      

Primary packaging Plastic 
exemption license

Registration and licensing of 
toxic and hazardous chemicals

Licensing of controlled substances

Registration and licensing of 
producers 

Access to Genetic Resources and 
Benefit Sharing permit

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Emission license

Environment Incident Management
0786 - 101 100
0741 - 101 100

incidence@nema.go.ke 
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Environmental Enforcement 
The Enforcement Directorate is established pursuant to Section 9 (2) Part V1, VII, 
IX, X, and X111 of EMCA 1999. Enforcing environmental laws is a central part 
of NEMA strategic plan aimed at ensuring a clean and healthy environment. The 
enforcement team works to ensure compliance with environmental requirements 
and standards set in EMCA 1999 and its subsidiary. Enforcement at NEMA is 
undertaken by environmental inspectors gazetted under section 117 of EMCA 
1999. 

Through inspections and investigations, environmental inspectors will initiate 
criminal enforcement action against violators of environmental laws. The 
Directorate ensures a coordinated and a consistent approach towards enforcement 
across the country. Compliance to the Authority’s environmental requirements is 
a key delivery point for NEMA to register its presence in the whole country. The 
enforcement includes both criminal and preventative/remedial responses. For every 
offence, enforcement action is normally undertaken and enhanced by the NEMA 
Police Unit, a police force seconded to NEMA by the Inspector of Police. 

It consists of two departments namely: 

1. Inspectorate  
2. Environmental Audit and Monitoring


























